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K-12 Money Skills Scope &
Sequence

A simple grade-by-grade guide to what students should learn about money —
from coins and counting in kindergarten through a first paycheck, first tax
return, and first credit card by graduation.

For classroom teachers, homeschool parents, special education
teachers, adult education instructors, and financial literacy
coordinators.

Use this guide to:
e Plan a year of personal-finance lessons at any grade level
¢ Find the right MoneyInstructor topic area for the next skill your students need
e Adapt money lessons for special education and adult education

e Coordinate scope and sequence across grades in a financial literacy program

Find more at:

moneyinstructor.com/teaching/money-skills/ [teaching/resources/ /teaching/membership/


https://moneyinstructor.com/teaching/money-skills/
https://moneyinstructor.com/teaching/resources/
https://moneyinstructor.com/teaching/membership/

How to use this guide

This is a one-page-per-grade-band overview, not a full curriculum. Each grade band lists the key
money skills students should be working on, sample lesson ideas to anchor those skills, and the
Moneylnstructor topic area where lessons live.

Three ways to use it:
¢ Pick your grade. Find your grade band, look at the key skills, and head to the matching topic on
moneyinstructor.com to grab a free lesson today.
¢ Plan a unit. Use the skill list as a checklist for a 2-4 week personal finance unit at your grade level.

¢ Coordinate across grades. Use the full progression on the last page to make sure each year builds on the last —
and to spot the skills your students may have missed.

MoneylInstructor topic areas

TOPIC AREA WHAT YOU'LL FIND THERE

Banking Bank accounts, checks, debit cards, savings, interest
Budgeting & Paychecks Budgets, spending logs, pay stubs, first-paycheck lessons
Credit Credit cards, scores, APR, the Minimum Payment Trap video
Taxes Sales tax, W-4, W-2, income tax, filing basics

Money Math Counting money, percentages, fractions, consumer math
Career Readiness Careers, resumes, interviews, job applications

About this guide's source. Every grade band here pulls from lessons that already live on MoneyInstructor.com. Most
are free; some require a Full Membership. The grade pages at /teaching/money-skills/ show access labels on every
lesson card so you know what's free and what's member-only before you click.



Grade-band overview - Pre-K through Grade 5

Early grades focus on recognition and counting; upper-elementary adds decision-making and
consumer math.

Pre-K / Kindergarten

Key skills: Identify a penny, nickel, dime, quarter - Count 1-10 with coins - Recognize dollar bills - Name wants vs. needs in
everyday situations.
Sample lesson ideas:

e Coin identification sort: pass out real coins (or paper cutouts), sort by name, count each pile
e '"Need or want?" picture sort: pictures of food, toys, water, candy, shelter — students sort

Grade page: moneyinstructor.com/teaching/money-skills/pre-k-kindergarten/

Grade 1
Key skills: Coin combinations up to $1 - Count bills - Add and subtract small amounts - Understand "where money comes
from" — earning vs. receiving.

Sample lesson ideas:

¢ Coin combinations: show 25¢ four different ways using nickels and dimes
¢ Classroom market: students earn classroom dollars for tasks and spend them on small rewards

Grade page: moneyinstructor.com/teaching/money-skills/first-grade/

Grade 2

Key skills: Count mixed coins and bills - Make change up to $5 - Simple word problems with money - First introduction to
saving for a goal.
Sample lesson ideas:

e "Make change" worksheet: a $5 bill buys a $3.40 item — how much change?
e Saving jar project: set a class saving goal; track progress weekly

Grade page: moneyinstructor.com/teaching/money-skills/second-grade/

Grade 3

Key skills: Place value with dollars and cents - Multi-step money word problems - Needs vs. wants with realistic examples -
Choosing between two options.

Sample lesson ideas:

e Birthday-money decision: "You got $20. Spend it all on one thing, or split it three ways?"
¢ Class poll: list 10 items as "need" or "want" and tally the disagreements

Grade page: moneyinstructor.com/teaching/money-skills/third-grade/

Grade 4

Key skills: Sales tax and tip calculations - Discounts and percent off - Compare prices and unit pricing basics - Plan a
simple personal budget.

Sample lesson ideas:

e Real-receipt math: hand out a grocery receipt; students compute the sales tax
e Allowance budget: $20/week — fill in categories that add up to $20

Grade page: moneyinstructor.com/teaching/money-skills/fourth-grade/

Grade 5

Key skills: Percent and discount problems - Comparison shopping - Introduction to bank accounts - Saving toward a
specific goal.

Sample lesson ideas:

e Comparison shopping: two cereal boxes — which is the better deal per ounce?

e 90-day saving plan: pick a goal that costs under $50; design a saving plan

Grade page: moneyinstructor.com/teaching/money-skills/fifth-grade/
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Grade-band overview - Middle School through Adult & Special Ed

Middle school builds decision-making and math fluency; high school adds the systems students will
live with (banking, taxes, credit, paychecks); adult and special education apply all of it to real life.

Middle School (Grades 6-8)

Key skills: Calculate sales tax, percentages, simple interest - Open and use a bank account - Read a basic paycheck - Build a
simple personal or family budget - Understand what credit is.
Sample lesson ideas:

¢ '"Decode this pay stub": students label each line on a sample first-job pay stub
e Real-world budget: $1,200 monthly income — build a fictional teen-budget that balances

Grade page: moneyinstructor.com/teaching/money-skills/middle-school/

High School (Grades 9-12)
Key skills: Read every line on a pay stub - Complete a W-4 and read a W-2 - Walk through a simple 1040 - Understand APR
and the cost of minimum payments - Build a budget from a real paycheck - Compare job offers including benefits.

Sample lesson ideas:

e W-4in practice: students fill out a real W-4 for a fictional first job
e Minimum Payment Trap: watch the video, then calculate the real cost of paying minimum on a $1,500 balance

Grade page: moneyinstructor.com/teaching/money-skills/high-school/

Adult Education

Key skills: Manage a real household budget - Choose and use bank accounts - Understand credit, APR, and credit scores -
File taxes as an adult learner - Make major life decisions (rent, buy, save).
Sample lesson ideas:

¢ Real budget workshop: bring in (anonymized) bills; build a working monthly budget
e Credit report walkthrough: pull a free credit report and explain each section

Grade page: moneyinstructor.com/teaching/money-skills/adult-education/

Special Education

Key skills: Identify and count coins and bills - Make purchases and verify change - Use a debit card safely - Read a simple
pay stub - Recognize scams and know when to ask for help.

Sample lesson ideas:

e Make-a-purchase role play: cashier, customer, change verification — repeat weekly
e Pay-stub puzzle: highlight gross pay, taxes, net pay using colored markers

Grade page: moneyinstructor.com/teaching/money-skills/special-education/
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How money skills build across grades

Use this as a quick coordination chart across grade levels. Most skills are revisited at every level —
what changes is depth, context, and the real-world stakes.

#  SKILL FIRST INTRODUCED MASTERED
Identifying coins and bills Pre-K Grade 1
Counting money, making change Grade 1 Grade 3
Needs vs. wants Kindergarten Revisited at every level
Saving and spending choices Grade 2 Grade 8
Banking basics (accounts, debit, statements) Grade 5 Grade 9
Budgeting (matching income to expenses) Grade 6 Adult
Paychecks (gross, net, deductions) Grade 8 Grade 12
Taxes (withholding, filing) Grade 9 Adult
Credit (cards, scores, APR, debt) Grade 9 Adult
Career and income decisions Grade 10 Adult

The pattern: Early grades focus on recognition and counting. Middle grades build decision-making and math
fluency. High school adds systems (banking, taxes, credit, paychecks). Adult education applies all of it to real life.

Free vs. Full Membership. Most MoneyInstructor lessons referenced in this guide are free — including the
video lessons, the Banking & Checking Unit pacing guide, and a growing library of HTML lessons. Some
interactive worksheet generators, full curriculum-unit teacher packs, answer keys, and printable worksheet
packs require a Full Membership. Every grade page at /teaching/money-skills/ labels each lesson clearly so

you know what's free and what's member-only before you click.

Find more grade-by-grade guidance

Pick a grade page: moneyinstructor.com/teaching/money-skills/

Browse all teaching resources: moneyinstructor.com/teaching/resources/

Learn about Full Membership: moneyinstructor.com/teaching/membership/

© Money Instructor. Free to print and share with teachers, parents, and colleagues. Not for resale.
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