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TEACHER USE ONLY · DO NOT DISTRIBUTE TO STUDENTS

Course Diagnostic — Scoring & Placement Guide

For the teacher. 24-item Personal Finance Course Diagnostic.

This guide gives you the answer key, the item-to-unit map, and the bands

that turn one class set of papers into a teaching order.

The diagnostic reports by unit, never as a single score. That is the whole

point of it: a class can be fine on bank accounts and lost on credit, and

one percentage hides exactly the thing you gave the diagnostic to find.

Educational purposes only. This is not legal, tax or financial advice.

How to score it

You need one pass through the papers and the grid on the next page.

1. Mark each paper against the key below. 24 items, all multiple choice.

2. For each student, mark a unit "secure" only if they got every item in that unit's section right. Two out

of three is not secure — the section is short, so partial credit at the item level tells you almost nothing.

3. Count, per unit, how many students were secure. Divide by the number of students who sat it.

4. Read each unit against the bands — using the cut-offs named on that row of the grid, because two-

item and three-item sections do not use the same ones. Do not add the units together.

A blank counts as not correct. The cover tells students to leave an item blank rather than guess wildly,

which makes blanks informative — a section with many blanks is a section nobody has met, and that is

the clearest possible signal to teach the unit.
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Answer key

# ANSWER UNIT WHAT THE ITEM IS CHECKING

1 B 1 — Banking & Checking That a debit card takes money out of the account

2 C 1 — Banking & Checking What a bank statement is

3 A 1 — Banking & Checking What happens when a payment exceeds the balance

4 D 2 — Budgeting & First

Paycheck

Gross pay is before deductions

5 B 2 — Budgeting & First

Paycheck

Fixed vs. variable expense

6 C 2 — Budgeting & First

Paycheck

Spending above take-home pay leaves a shortfall

7 D 3 — Saving & Emergency

Funds

What an emergency fund is for

8 A 3 — Saving & Emergency

Funds

Interest grows a balance with no new deposits

9 B 4 — Careers & Paying for

Education

Total compensation includes employer-paid benefits

10 C 4 — Careers & Paying for

Education

A grant is not repaid; a loan is

11 A 5 — Taxes & First Filing What withholding is

12 D 5 — Taxes & First Filing A refund is money coming back, not a bonus — usually your own

overpaid withholding (see the note below)

13 C 5 — Taxes & First Filing What a W-2 reports

14 B 6 — Credit & Borrowing A credit card is borrowing

15 A 6 — Credit & Borrowing What APR describes

16 D 6 — Credit & Borrowing Minimum-only payments cost more and take longer

17 C 7 — Renting & Major

Purchases

A security deposit can come back

18 B 7 — Renting & Major

Purchases

Rent is not the whole cost of renting

19 D 9 — Modern Payments,

Scams & Fraud

A P2P payment usually cannot be called back

20 A 9 — Modern Payments,

Scams & Fraud

A one-time code is account access

21 A 8 — Insurance & Risk What a deductible is, and that it is the policyholder's own money
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# ANSWER UNIT WHAT THE ITEM IS CHECKING

22 D 8 — Insurance & Risk Paying for cover you never claim on is insurance working, not

waste

23 B 10 — Investing & Long-

Term Growth

Time, not amount, is what makes money ready to invest

24 C 10 — Investing & Long-

Term Growth

Money can sit in an investment account without having bought

anything

A note on item 12. The keyed answer is D, and it is the answer this course wants: a refund is money

coming back, not a bonus for having done something right. Be ready for a sharper student to object that

a refund can also include a refundable credit, which is money that was never withheld from them.

They are right, and it is worth thirty seconds of your time to say so — the item is testing the direction

the money came from, not claiming that withholding is the only source of a refund.
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Class tally grid

One row per unit. Photocopy this page, or rule it on a sheet.

SECTION UNIT ITEMS CUT-

OFFS

STUDENTS

SECURE

OUT

OF

% BAND

A 1 — Banking & Checking 1, 2, 3 3-item

B 2 — Budgeting & First Paycheck 4, 5, 6 3-item

C 3 — Saving & Emergency Funds 7, 8 2-item

D 4 — Careers & Paying for

Education

9, 10 2-item

E 5 — Taxes & First Filing 11, 12,

13

3-item

F 6 — Credit & Borrowing 14, 15,

16

3-item

G 7 — Renting & Major Purchases 17, 18 2-item

H 9 — Modern Payments, Scams &

Fraud

19, 20 2-item

I 8 — Insurance & Risk 21, 22 2-item

J 10 — Investing & Long-Term

Growth

23, 24 2-item

Why the section letters do not run in course order. Section H is Unit 9 and Section I is Unit 8. The

instrument shipped with eight sections, A–H, and Insurance and Investing were added afterwards as I

and J — appended rather than slotted in, so that items 1–20 kept their numbers and their answers and a

diagnostic printed before those units existed still marks correctly against this key. The Unit column on

every row is what matters; the letters are just labels, and the order to teach in is the one in the next

section, not the alphabet.

2-item cut-offs: 80%+ = already solid, skip or review · 50–79% = teach at normal pace · below 50% = teach

it, and teach it early.

3-item cut-offs: 72%+ = already solid · 35–71% = teach at normal pace · below 35% = teach it, and teach it

early.
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Turning the grid into an order

Teach the units you kept in the course's own sequence — Banking, Budgeting, Saving, Careers, Taxes,

Credit, Renting, Insurance, Payments, Investing — with two adjustments:

Move any "teach it early" unit forward, as far as its recommended prior units allow. Each unit page

lists what it assumes; the prerequisites are recommendations, not hard gates.

Do not skip a unit that a later one leans on, even if it reads solid. Budgeting feeds Careers and Taxes;

Banking feeds almost everything. If a foundational unit reads solid, compress it rather than dropping

it.

Two readings that look alike and are not:

Everyone missed the same item. One idea is missing. Teach that day, not the unit.

Everyone missed a different item. The class has no shared footing in the topic. Teach the whole unit.

What this diagnostic deliberately does not tell you

It is not a grade, and it does not predict one. It was taken before instruction.

It does not measure math skill. Only item 6 involves arithmetic, and it is a subtraction.

It does not rank your students against each other, or against anybody else's. There is no norm group

behind these bands. They describe how much of your room already holds an idea, which is the only

thing they can honestly describe.

It does not produce a percentage for the course. If you need a single number for a gradebook, use

each unit's own pre-quiz and post-quiz pair, which are built for that.

Educational purposes only. This is not legal, tax or financial advice.


